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Collaboration in European
Radio Astronomy VLBI -> RadioNet

FP2 FP3 FP4 FP5

Science Simulations Access to Large Facilities

• VLBI requires collaboration: early 
all-European VLBI experiments 
from 1971 led to EVN in 1980

• EVN is now worlds’s largest 
and most powerful VLBI 
Network, with (same) MoU + 
JIVE ERIC  (correlation, 
support, R&D)

• EC-funded projects helped 
create JIVE and widen access in 
FP2, 3, 4 & 5, included targeted 
support for PL & HU



From 2000 to 2020 RadioNet grew in scale, 
added partners & facilities
changed (elected) coordinator; 
(external) selection of activities

RadioNet
2017-2020  (H2020) 28 partners (EU, KR, ZA)        10 M€

RadioNet3
2012-2015  (FP7) 27 partners (EU, AU, KR, ZA)  9,5M€

RadioNet FP7
2009-2011  (FP7) 26 partners (EU, KR, US, ZA)  10 M€

RadioNet FP6
2004-2008  (FP6) 24 partners (EU, AU, ZA)     12,5 M€

RadioNet
2000-2004  (FP5) 11 partners (EU)              0,8 M€



1990 2000 2020 2025

Evolution of RadioNet 2000-2020 
helped to build European SKA coordination, 
supported mm and m-wave collaborations

(1980)



‘Spin-off’/related projects

ASTERICS (2015, H2020, €15M)

ESCAPE (2019, H2020, €16M)

EVN
EXPReS (2006, FP6 €3,9M) 
NEXPReS (2010, FP7 €3.5M)
Jumping JIVE (2017, H2020 €3M)

SKADS (2005, FP6, €10,4M)
PrepSKA (2008, FP7 €5,5M)
GO-SKA (2011, FP7 €0,9M)
AENEAS (2017, H2020 €3M)

 Multi 
messenger 
astronomy

RadioNet became part of  the European Research Area 



RadioNet-projects 15 yrs

� Breakthrough technical developments for EVN, eMERLIN, 
LOFAR, NOEMA, ALMA and SKA

� Access to Europe’s leading radio astronomical facilities 
40367 hours provided – 5,6 yrs of continuous observations

� Expanded and broadened scientific community 
44% new each cycle, 33% female PI

� 180 scientific events; 

� >170 training schools; 

� >5000 trainees; 

� > 530 publications



RadioNet Strategy 
studies

Previous RadioNet projects included study 
groups on future of European radio 
collaboration (incl TNA):

FP7: Quesera Study Group (M. Garrett)

H2020: SPOOR (M. Garrett)

▪ Find a way to retain wide collaboration 
(in absence of EC funding); 
MoU/LoI-based

▪ Support key networking/training 
activities e.g. YERAC (running since 
Paris, 1968…)
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continues as a 
Consortium since 2021

• Inclusive: mm to metre wavelengths; 
technical partners

• Brings together suite of world-class 
infrastructures

• Loosely bound: signatories to a Letter of 
Intent; (implementation 🡺 ToR)

• Spokesperson: Anton Zensus; Office @ 
MPIfR Bonn

• Offers a single voice to represent radio 
astronomy interests in Europe



Involvement
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Building Europe’s Radio Astronomy Community: 2021–2025

� Connect 
� Train

� Innovate 
� Advocate
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Selection of coordinator of infra-tech 
proposal

● Issued July 9, 2025
● Deadline Sep 20, 2025
● Addressed: RadioNet ++ 

beyond

October 6, 2025 - RadioNet Board 
selected JIV-ERIC to lead 
the INFRA-TECH Proposal



Thank You

Contacts

radionet@mpifr.de

www.radionet-org.eu

mailto:radionet@mpifr.de
http://www.radionet-org.eu/


OECD Policy Brief
Unlocking the potential of research infrastructure ecosystems to 
tackle societal challenges



HORIZON-INFRA-2026-TECH-01-01:

● R&D for the next generation of scientific 
instrumentation, tools, methods, 
digitalisation and solutions for RI upgrades

● Opening March 2026
● Budget 5-10 M€
● ≥3 RIs (ESFRI Landmark, ERIC, or RI   

being international European  
research org.), 

● involve SMEs, industry, & startups

Focus Areas 🡺 Expected Outcomes
R&D of new instrumentation, tools, methods, 
and digital solutions

Enhanced competitiveness and capacity of 
European RIs

Technology validation and prototyping Increased efficiency of RIs and readiness for new 
research areas

Training of RI staff, incl. technical validation to 
industrial standards

Stronger collaboration with universities, research 
organisations, and industry

Potential industrial and societal exploitation Promotion of innovation, industrial uptake, & 
entrepreneurial culture

Address greening and resilience aspects Greener and more resilient RIs

Complementarity with previous 
Horizon-INFRA-TECH calls (2022 & 2024)

Builds on prior developments and ensures 
strategic continuity

  


